
Board of Education Office
50 Sheffield Street

Old Saybrook, CT  06475
(860) 395-3157

The Old Saybrook Board of Education met remotely in a Regular Session on Tuesday, September 28, 2021, at the Board of
Education Office, Old Saybrook, CT 06475.

Board Members Others
Tara Barros Jan Perruccio, Superintendent of Schools
Karina Julius Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations, Facilities, and Finance
Jan Furman Amity Goss, Director of Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment
George Chang Kathy Bai, Director of Pupil and Professional Services
Karen Brodeur Sheila Riffle, OSHS Principal
Eileen Baker Krista Bauchman, OSMS Principal
Jim Henderson Heston Sutman, OSGS Principal

I. CALL TO ORDER/PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Chairman Barros called the meeting to order at 7:10PM.

II. COMMUNITY COMMUNICATIONS

Audience of Citizens

No citizens addressed the Board of Education.

Student Representative Report

Clubs:
● The ecology club had its first meeting on Friday the 24th and had its first

beach cleanup on Saturday the 25th.
● Chess club is having its first meeting soon.

Academic:
● Resume and College Writing workshops continue.
● Underclassmen picture day was the 23rd.

Extracurricular:
● The fall play, “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”, continues to push forward with

daily rehearsals.

Rams Sports Report
● Boys Soccer: The boys soccer team had a hot start to kickoff the season with

an overall record of 5-0 thus far. The Rams have taken on East Hampton (3-1



W), Haddam Killingworth (2-1 W), Old Lyme (4-1 W), and Hale Ray (3-0
W).

● Girls Soccer: The girls record is 3-1-1.The team tied with Old Lyme for the
first time in 6 years, breaking their losing streak.

● Field Hockey: Old Saybrook field hockey is off to a roaring start, undefeated,
with a record of 6-0-1. They hope to continue their winning streak when
playing Valley away, followed by the Westbrook and Old Lyme co-op which
takes them to the middle of their season.

● Cross Country: Cross Country begins the season with a 3-2 record. Both
teams had an invitational home meet today and another on October 5th.

● Football/Cheer: Old Saybrook Westbrook Football is 1-2 to begin the season
but should have had a game against North Branford but was cancelled because
of COVID.

Correspondence

The following correspondence was presented to the Board of Education:

- Thank You Letter from Connecticut Children’s Medical Center

III. MEETING MINUTES

Baker/Henderson

“Move to approve the regular Board of Education meeting minutes from
September 14, 2021, as presented”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)

IV. EDUCATION ISSUES FOR DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION

Letter of Disclosure

The Board received a memo from employee Julie Pendleton, Director of Operations,
Facilities and Finance indicating that there is a vendor for whom the district does
business that employs a member of her family. Her letter of disclosure, dated
September 28, 2021, indicates that the member of her family continues to be
employed in the equivalent capacity by the same vendor who does business with the



school district. The Town Code of Ethics and the Old Saybrook Town Charter, as well
as past consultations with the District’s attorney, determined this letter of notification
meets disclosure requirements and that no further action is required.

Lights Committee Update

At their regular meeting, on September 28, 2021, Superintendent Perruccio reported
on the status of the new Field Lights Committee, which was recently established. The
committee will be co-chaired by Selectman Giegerich and Board of Education Vice
Chairman Hyla. The first meeting for the committee will be held at Town Hall on
September 29, 2021, at 7:00PM.

The Superintendent reported that a total of $200,000 was put aside as part of a town
vote to fund the lights on the turf field at the high school. That is approximately half
of the cost needed to do the work.

V. REPORTS BY ADMINISTRATION

Kathleen E. Goodwin - Principal Sutman elaborated on the donation received by
Reynold’s Subaru.

Old Saybrook Middle School - Principal Bauchman discussed the school’s
Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) kickoff event and the activities that will be run. The
Middle School will partner with Youth and Family Services and Leah O’Connor, the
District’s new SEL Coordinator and work to incorporate SEL into everyday
instruction.

Old Saybrook High School - Principal Riffle reported on the school’s Early College
Experience (ECE) courses and their growing popularity.

Curriculum, Instruction, and Assessment - Director Goss elaborated on teacher goals
and how educators are coping with delivering instruction during a difficult academic
year.

Operations, Facilities, and Finance - Director Pendleton elaborated on the funds for
unanticipated, tuition-based students and various ways the District could address
expenditures that were not budgeted. Director Pendleton also provided updates
regarding some ongoing projects, such as the middle school fire alarm system.

Pupil and Professional Services - Director Bai elaborated on new legislation passed
regarding special education students. The Board engaged in a discussion regarding
students who are designated as “gifted or talented” as defined by state given
measurers.

Superintendent of Schools - Superintendent Perruccio discussed the latest version of
the District’s reopening plan (Version 5), which is posted on the district website. The



Superintendent also commented that this year is feeling more “normal” than last year,
which is supported by a survey given to staff regarding their feelings on the year. The
Superintendent ended her report by giving credit to our District’s bus drivers and
commented that our administrators, staff, and families showed their appreciation to
our bus drivers in various ways.

VI. REPORTS BY BOARD COMMITTEES/LIAISONS

Budget and Fiscal - Board Member Chang reported that the first Budget and Fiscal
Committee Meeting will be held virtually on Tuesday, October 5.

CABE - The District has ordered two new board member packets for our new
members that will be elected in November. The CABE Conference will take place on
Friday, November 12.

Facilities - There was no report.

LEARN - Board Member Furman reported that they are rebranding the organization
and have applied for various grant applications.

Strategic Planning - Superintendent Perruccio reported that all of her goals and
information regarding the strategic plan are available online.

Demographics - There was no report.

Personnel - The first fall Leadership Meeting is scheduled for October 26, 2021.
Board Member Brodeur asked Board Members to forward any possible topics for
discussion as soon as possible.

Policy - Board Member Baker reported that the first Policy Committee Meeting is
tentatively scheduled for October 12, 2021.

Chairman Report - There was no report.

VII. REMINDERS
● OSHS - Virtual Open House - September 30 - 6:00PM
● OSHS - Financial Aid Night - October 4 - 6:00PM
● Budget and Fiscal Committee Meeting - October 5 - 6:00PM
● OSGS - PTA Meeting - October 7 - 7:00PM
● District - Columbus/Indigenous People Day - October 11
● Policy Committee Meeting - October 12 - 6:00PM
● Board of Education Regular Meeting - October 12 - 7:00PM
● All Events and Meetings May be Cancelled or Conducted Remotely

VIII. ADJOURNMENT



Baker/Julius

“Move to adjourn at 8:05PM”

MOTION: CARRIED (7-0-0)

Karen Brodeur, Secretary
Old Saybrook Board of Education

Minutes recorded and typed by:
Trent Gerbers, Executive Assistant
*DRAFT -  Subject to approval at the next BOE meeting


